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Western Michigan University
Board of Trustees Meeting
September 21, 1990
Provost's Remarks
A. Bruce Clarke
Provost and Vice President for Academic Affairs
Good morning!

Welcome not only to the start of a new academic year,

but also to the expansion of a special commitment by the University to
education in the Grand Rapids area, as exemplified by this fine facility.
While the facility is new, it already is fully operational, with almost all
classrooms in use on some evenings each week.

Western Michigan University

looks upon its programs in the Grand Rapids area, not as a subsidiary
activity, but as an integral part of our basic programs and mission.

The

driving force and primary instruction for these programs comes from the
departments and faculty on the main campus, �long with some highly
competent and carefully selected adjunct faculty members.

I know that this

operation will make a major contribution to meeting the needs of the Grand
Rapids area.
Meanwhile, back at the ranch, enrollments on the main campus have, .•
continued to climb, increasing by over 3%.

This increase occurred in spite

of our expected 500 student decrease in the freshman class, which occurred
as a result of demographic factors and a state-wide decrease in the number
of graduating high school seniors.

This was counterbalanced by an increase

in the numbers of transfer students and by the fact that our last
graduating class was relatively small.

Since this last factor will not

recur, while high school classes will continue to be small for a few years,
we cannot reasonably expect further enrollment increases for the next two
or three years.

Particularly noteworthy features this year are a
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significant increase in minority enrollment, both absolutely and
percentagewise, and a substantial increase in out-of-state students.

As our large lower division classes move into upper division status,
we are faced with the challenge of shifting instructional resources from
the freshman-sophomore level to the junior-senior level.

This is not easy

to do, but our departments have risen to the challenge and are to be
congratulated on providing the necessary additional class seats in spite of
stable, and in some fields decreasing, numbers of faculty.
It would be easy to prepare an unreasonable long list of recent
faculty and student achievements.

I will restrict myself to mentioning

only a few, with the understanding that necessarily many other achievements
must go unheralded, but not unappreciated:

*

*

*

Western Michigan Universitv's College of Engineering and Applied
Sciences has received official notification that another of its
undergraduate programs has been accredited by the Accreditation Board for
Engineering and Technology (ABET).

The Manufacturing Engineering

Technology Program, established in 1985, has been accredited by the

,.

.

Technology Accreditation Commission of the ABET following a comprehensive
review process that included an on-site visit to the University last
September by representatives of the national agency.
Dr. Leonard R. Lamberson, Professor and Dean of the WMU College of
Engineering and Applied Sciences, welcomed news of the accreditation
decision.

"I'm delighted that the excellence of this program has been

confirmed by the national accrediting agency," he said.

"ABET

accreditation is really the quality control mechanism for engineering
education."

"We're extremely pleased to have achieved accreditation," said
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Dr. Harley D. Behm, Acting Associate Vice President for Academic Affairs
and previously chairperson of the Department of Engineering Technology.
"This development will help us attract increasing numbers of topnotch
students and will help us communicate to industry the quality of our
program."

*

*

*

The University's Department of Theatre has also been granted
accreditation by the National Association of Schools of Theatre. The
evaluators praised our department for having "a well trained, dedicated
faculty and staff, a clear statement of mission and excellent support from
the University administration."

*

*

*

Nearly a decade of work by four Michigan scholars has produced a
reference work that its authors hope will feed the public's growing demand
for information about climate change and how this state's variable weather
patterns affect economic prosperity and quality of life.

"The Climatic

Atlas of Michigan," published in July, was a cooperative effort combining
the resources of our Department of Geography, the Michigan Department�(
Agriculture's Climatology Division and the Department of Geography at
Michigan State University.

Publication of the 165-page work makes Michigan

one of only a handful of states with its own climatic atlas.
According to Dr. Val L. Eichenlaub, WMU Professor of Geography, the
work contains more than 400 maps and graphs -- most in full color -- that
explain and illustrate Michigan weather in terms that any interested reader
can understand.

"This is a reference work designed for the general user as

well as the specialist," Eichenlaub says.
in non-technical terms.

"Everything is clearly explained

The applications are just unlimited.

Someone in
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the construction business or merchandising would find this useful.

So

would a television meteorologist or a farmer."
Eichenlaub worked with Dr. Jay R. Harman, MSU Professor of Geography
and Dr. Fred V. Nurnberger, State Climatologist for the Michigan Department
of Agriculture, to compile the atlas data.

Dr. Hans J. Stolle, WMU

Associate Professor of Geography, was cartographic director for the atlas.
The four spent nine years working on the atlas part time while maintaining
their regular professional schedules and job responsibilities.
The primary source of funding for the developmental and cartographic
work on the atlas and for the printing expenses came from WMU's Lucia
Harrison Endowment Fund.

The atlas is dedicated to Harrison, a member of

the WMU geography faculty from 1912 until 1947 who had a strong interest i�•
climatology.

She died in 1974 and her bequest to the department made

available an endowment fund to be used for the enhancement of geography at
WMU.

Additional funding for the atlas was provided by the Michigan

Department of agriculture, Western Michigan University, the Michigan
Meteorological Resources Program and the Kalamazoo Consortium for Higher

..

Education.
*

*

.

*

A $178,643 grant from a professional engineering society will give
Western Michigan University students hands-on classroom experience with
equipment they will use as manufacturing engineers.

The Society of

Manufacturing Engineers-Manufacturing Engineering Education Foundation
recently made the award to WMU's Department of Engineering Technology.
grant is the second largest award the organization made in this year's
round of the annual grant program.

The
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According to Ralph Tanner, Assistant Professor of Engineering
Technology, who wrote the proposal that resulted in the award, the majority
of the grant will come to the University in the form of software for the
computer-aided design and computer-aided engineering laboratories in
Kohrman Hall.
The SME makes annual awards, with priority going to engineering
schools that are either seeking or trying to maintain accreditation for
manufacturing engineering and technology programs through the Accreditation
Board for Engineering and Technology.

WMU's Manufacturing Engineering

Technology Program recently successfully completed the ABET accreditation
process.

*

*

*

By using the basic principles of a high-tech pressure cooker, Dr.
Thomas Houser, Professor of Chemistry, hopes to turn many of the compounds
that make up the U.S. Stockpile of toxic materials into harmless or even
beneficial substances.

He has received a $36,136 grant from the U.S. Army

Research Office for the first year of work in a three-year project that is
aimed at triggering chemical change in hazardous compounds by treating
those compounds with "supercritical water" -- water that is heated under
pressure to the point of being very high pressure, high temperature steam.
Houser is working in his McCracken Hall laboratory using special model
compounds that are similar in structure but not as hazardous as the
explosive and poisonous compounds in the materials he hopes one day will be
altered by the process being developed.

He places the model compounds in

special stainless steel reactor vessels with a measured amount of water.
The tanks are sealed using a copper gasket and then placed in a hot sand
bath to be heated quickly to a temperature between 400 and 500 degrees
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What's left after the tanks are cooled and opened are sometimes

harmless compounds.
Houser

September· 21, 1990

"The process works well in some cases, but not all,"

says.

*

*

*

Dr. David A. Barnes, Assistant Professor of Geology, has spent his
past two summers unlocking the geologic mysteries that resulted in the
formation and current slow destruction of the Sea of Japan.
He was awarded an 18-month, $17,265 grant from the Texas A & M
Research Foundation to pursue his research with the Ocean Drilling Program
(ODP), an international partnership of scientists and governments formed to
explore earth's last frontier -- the ocean floor.
Barnes is an expert in sedimentology.

He was selected to work aboard'

the ODP's drill ship, the Joint Oceanographic Institutions for Deep Earth
Sampling (JOIDES) Resolution, for two months last summer as he and an
internationai team of scientists drew core samples from the sea's bottom.
This summer, he visited Japan again to examine rock deposits along the west
coast of the country and compare those sedimentary deposits with those he
found at the bottom of the sea last summer.

He will return to Tokyo

fn

°the

fall for a four-day meeting with shipboard colleagues to lay plans for
publication of their study results.

*

*

*

Improving instruction for high school and vocational students in
advanced concepts of marketing is the goal of a new set of materials
co-written by Dr. Carl A. Woloszyk, WMU Associate Professor of Consumer
Resources and Technology.

He is the co-author of "Marketing Essentials," a

five-part package of materials for high school and vocational center
marketing courses.

Woloszyk was assisted by two other authors: Lois S.
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Farese, a teacher at Northern Highlands Regional High School in Allendale,
N.J.; and Grady Kimbrell, a nationally recognized author and consultant on
career education from Santa Barbara, California.
The materials are published by Glencoe/McGraw-Hill of Mission Hills,
California.

They consist of a 550-page student textbook, a teacher•s

annotated textbook for class instruction, a marketing project workbook for
students, a mathematics workbook for marketing, and software for teachers
who want to prepare their own tests by using a computer.
contributed 19 of the student textbook's 45 chapters.

Woloszyk

His chapters explore

entrepreneurship, management information systems, business operations and
promotion.

*

*

*

Dr. William Wiener, Professor and Chair, Blind Rehabilitation, is the
recently installed president of the Association for Education and
Rehabilitation of the Blind and Visually Impaired (AER), the professional
organization of the field of blind rehabilitation.

He assumed the

leadership responsibilities in July at the conclusion of the AER's
international meetings in Washington, D.C.

..

.

In the first day of his presidency, Wiener represented the AER and the
College and University at the White House ceremony highlighting the signing
of the Americans with Disabilities Act.

*

*

*

Dr. Donald F. Sellin, Professor of Special Education, has been
appointed to the American Association on Mental Retardation as a life
member.

*

*

*
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Dr. Michael J. Barcelona, director of the University's Institute for
Water Sciences, traveled to Great Britain last month to share his expertise
in groundwater monitoring and analysis with 75 British business and
government officials.

He was one of the instructors in an August 22-23

training course presented by WMU and Aspinwall & Company, a British
engineering and environmental consulting firm.

The course, "Groundwater

and Unsaturated Zone: Monitoring and Sampling Technology," was taught at
Walford College, near Shrewsbury.
Technical equipment for the course was supplied and demonstrated by
QED Environmental Systems of Ann Arbor.

QED is one of the world's leading

manufacturers of monitoring and sampling equipment and is a corporate
sponsor for WMU's Institute for Water Sciences.
The effort represents the first foray by WMU water specialists into
the international training arena.

During the past two years the IWS has

offered seminars in Michigan and across the United States that focus on
such environmental issues as hazardous waste management, environmental site
assessments for property transfers, wetland protection and leaking
underground storage tanks.

Jarcelona expects that institute will provld�

training to professionals in countries such as China and Taiwan in the near
future.

*

*

*

The March issue of the Journal of Sociology and Social Welfare,

published at Western Michigan University on a quarterly basis, has
attracted international attention for its focus on the critical link
between housing and health.

The special issue, entitled "Housing, Health

and Well-Being," examines worldwide housing problems and their effects on
human beings.
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The relationship between housing and health was also featured by the
World Health Organization in a newsletter designed for institutions and
professional personnel who work in the fields of environmental health and
rural and urban development.

The organization has ordered 200 extra copies

of the Journal for distribution by its offices in Geneva and Copenhagen,
and a Swedish university research office has ordered 100 extra copies.
Dr. Roderick J. Lawrence of the Centre of Human Ecology and
Environmental Sciences, University of Geneva, Switzerland, served as guest
editor for the special issue.
contributed articles.

Fifteen scholars from six nations

Ors. Danny Thompson and Edward Pawlak, Professors of

Social Work, are associated editors of the Journal.

Dr. Robert

Leighninger, adjunct faculty member in the Department of Sociology, serves•
as editor.

*

*

*

The national business fraternity, Beta Alpha Psi, has recognized the
Gamma Rho Chapter at Western Michigan University as having achieved
superior status (for the fourteenth consecutive year) and has awarded the
chapter two $500 scholarships.

V

•

Professor William R. Welke, former chair of

our Department of Accountancy and immediate past president of Beta Alpha
Psi, is completing his term on its National Council

*

*

*

A Western Michigan University senior is one of three college students

in the country recently chosen to serve on a policy-making committee of the
National Education Association.

Susan M. Betten, who is majoring in

elementary education, has been elected to serve on the Resolutions
Committee of the NEA.

The NEA is the nation's largest teachers union, with

more than 2 million members.
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Betten was chosen by student delegates attending the Representative
Assembly of the NEA's annual conference in Kansas City, Missouri, in June.
She was one of four students from Michigan elected to attend the conference
as a delegate following a statewide campaign.

She is a 1983 graduate of

Rogers High School in Wyoming, Michigan.

*

*

*

Deanne Moore, an August graduate of the Physician Assistant Program
has been selected one of Michigan's top twenty women graduating seniors in
Michigan Women magazine's "Women of Tomorrow" annual competition.
The program recognizes the achievements of outstanding women graduates
throughout Michigan.

Each college and university is invited to nominate

four women seniors who have excelled in all aspects of their academic and '
personal lives.

A panel of distinguished members of the academic and

business communities selects five women in each of four categories -
Business and Management, Health Professionals, Humanities and Social
Services, and Science and Engineering.
the Health Professionals category.

*

Ms. Moore was among those chosen in

*

*

..

.

William D. Reicherts, a Western Michigan University senior from Cary,
Illinois, who will receive a bachelor's degree in printing management in
June 1991, has been awarded a $1,000 scholarship by the National
Association of Printers and Lithographers.

Each year the organization

sponsors a competition for "best managed printing company" and gives each
winning company a $1,000 scholarship that they can direct to a school of
their choice.
Superior Color Graphics of Kalamazoo, a winner in the 1990 contest,
chose to give its scholarship to Western Michigan University.

Reicherts
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was chosen by faculty in the Department of Paper and Printing Science and
Engineering on the basis of outstanding academic achievement.

*

*

*

Jean Rosinski, A Western Michigan University senior from St. Joseph,
who will receive a bachelor's degree in printing management in June, is the
winner of an essay contest sponsored by the National Association of
Printing Ink Manufacturers.

She received $1,000 and the association's

·"President's Service Award Certificate" for her essay on "The Printing Ink
Industry's Contribution to a Cleaner Environment -- Meeting the Objectives
of Earth Day."
Dr. Arvon Byle of Western Michigan University, Rosinksi's faculty
advisor, was also recognized for encouraging student participation in the '
contest.

*

*

*

Two hundred and twenty nine freshmen have been accepted into the Carl
and Winifred Lee Honors College this fall.

These students have

demonstrated a strong enthusiasm for learning, have excelled academically
in their high schools, and have displayed commitment to their schools and
local communities through an impressive list of extracurricular activities
and volunteer service.
Measures of their outstanding academic achievement include a group

high school grade point average of 3.83 and a composite average aptitude
score of 27.5 on the American College Test (ACT).

These talented students

have recorded achievement beyond traditional academic skills by
participating in high school sports, musical organizations and journalism
as well as in community service projects.

Honors freshmen have been

involved in city orchestras, elementary school tutoring, beauty pageants,
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One of these freshmen was a Sister

and students Against Drunk Driving.

City delegate to Japan, another won the Madame Curie Award for academic
excellence, and a third was voted the most valuable player of her high
school tennis team.

*

*

*

September 14 through October 15 has been designated as Hispanic
Heritage Month on our campus.

Activities planned include music,

entertainment, food and displays last weekend in Kalamazoo's Bronson Park;
a window display on Hispanic books and artifacts in the Bernhard Center;
and a special presentation on !'News Coverage of Latin America" at 10:00
a.m. Friday, September 28, in the Bernhard Center by Juan Vasquez, CBS
News, Miami, Florida.

He also will speak at evening at the Hispanic

Heritage Month awards banquet.

*

*

*

Former women's multi-sport athlete Dee Dustin-Cole, record-setting
baseball and football player Len Johnston, hockey founder Harry Lawson,
track athlete Lornie Russell, and basketball standout and coach Ajac

..

.

Triplett are the 1990 inductees in Western Michigan University's Athletic
Hall of Fame.
They will be inducted at tonights Hall of Fame banquet at the Bernhard
Center on campus.
*

*

*

Three volunteer projects based at Western Michigan University have
been awarded funding by a statewide organization dedicated to promoting
community involvement and volunteerism among university and college
students.
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The programs receiving Michigan Campus Compact Venture Grants and
their program directors are:

$1,231 to the University's Community-Based

Volunteer Tutoring Program directed by Dr. Leslie H. Leighninger, Professor
of Social Work; $4,203 to WMU Student Volunteer Services directed by staff
member Julie S. Wyrwa; and $5,000 to a new Kalamazoo Inner City Soccer
Program directed by Patrick J. Schoof, a WMU senior from Grand Ledge.
The purpose of the MCC's Venture Grants is to foster the habit of
lifelong involvement in community service programs as well as to provide
interesting models for use at other colleges and universities.

Funding for

the Venture Grants is underwritten by the W.K. Kellogg Foundation of Battle
Creek.

The three WMU grants are among 10 proposals funded by the MCC

during the program's third funding cycle of awards.
five of the MCC's 10 member institutions.

Grants were made to

Awards during this cycle totaled

$38,255.
The grant to the Community-Based Volunteer Tutoring Program has funded
the establishment of a tutorial partnership between WMU and the Boys and
Girls Club of Kalamazoo.

University students began working with nine

children ages 6 to 12 this summer in a program aimed at improving basic•
reading skills.
The Student Volunteer Services will use its grant to raise student
awareness for volunteerism and to match student volunteers with community
needs.

Plans call for a WMU faculty survey to assess community service

opportunities that are already part of curricula and to determine
directions for new programs.
The Kalamazoo Inner City Soccer Program grant from the MCC is
contingent on that program's success in raising adequate funding from
additional sources, a process that is still under way.

The Program is a
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cooperative project of the University, the city of Kalamazoo and
neighborhood and other community organizations.

Schoof, who is also

program coordinator with the Recreation Division of the city of Kalamazoo,
says the goal of the soccer league is to promote cooperation, sportsmanship
and teamwork among youth from around the community.

*

*

*

Students from Kalamazoo's five area colleges could match their interests
with the needs of 65 area organizations at the second annual College
Volunteer Opportunities Fair this past Wednesday, in the Bernhard Center.
The College Volunteer Opportunities Fair is sponsored by WMU's Student
Volunteer Services and the Lee Honors College, by the Voluntary Action
Center of Greater Kalamazoo and by a grant from Michigan Campus Compact.
Michigan Campus Compact, initiated in 1988, is an organization
designed to encourage greater participation in community services by
Michigan's university and college students.

WMU is one of 10 Michigan

colleges and universities that are members of the organization.

The

University's student volunteer services recently received a $4,203 grant
from the MCC to support the fair and a numher of other campus projects
aimed at increasing student volunteerism.

*

*

*

Executives with area businesses had an opportunity to make contacts in

the Asia-Pacific region and learn the workings of the international
business community here at the University last week.

Business, government

and academic leaders from around the world attended the conference,
entitled "Facing East/Facing West: North America and the Asia Pacific
Region in the 1990s. 11
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It is one of a series of WMU conferences on America and its trading
partners.

Patterned after the successful 1989 Canadian/American

conference, this year's event examined rel�tionships between the two
regions in terms of geopolitics and economics.

The conference, organized

by WMU 1 s Office of International Affairs, the Asian Studies Committee, the
Haworth College of Business, and the Office of ·conferences and Institutes
in the Division of Continuing Education, also addressed the human dimension
of economic performance by examining values and attitudes, education, the
family, the role of women, and the outlook for future generations.
Keynote speakers for the event were: Kenneth R. Meiklejohn, Vice
President of the Pacific Division for the Upjohn Co.; Kazuhiro Ohta,
President and Chief Executive Officer of Nippondenso Manufacturing, U.S.A.
Inc. and Executive Managing Director of the Nippondenso Co. Ltd., Japan;
Dr. Albert Feuerwerker, the A.M. and H.P. Bentley Professor of History and
Research Scholar for the University of Michigan's Center for Chinese
Studies; U.S. Representative Howard Wolpe (D-Lansing); and Dr. Betty Chang,
Dean of General Studies and Director of International Education at
Kalamazoo Valley Community College.

More than 80 papers, panels and

..

workshops were made during the conference, with presenters coming from
Japan, Korea, the People's Republic of China, Taiwan, Hong Kong, Australia,
and the United Kingdom as well as from across the United States and Canada.

*

*

*

Journalism ethics was the topic for the first presentation this fall
in a series organized by the Western Michigan University Center for the
Study of Ethics in Society.

Dr. Deni Elliott, Acting Executive Director of

the Institute for the Study of Applied and Professional Ethics at Dartmouth
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Other presentations

will be:

*

"Ethics in Academe? ... and Other Predicaments" with Dr. Roger E.

Ulrich, WMU Professor of Psychology, at 3:00 p.m. Friday, September 28, in
Room 3020 of Friedmann Hall;
*

"Human Medicine in a Technological Age" at 7:30 p.m. Thursday,

November 1, in the Fetzer Center and "Medical Professional Ethics" at 3:00
p.m. Friday, November 2, in Room 2010 of Friedmann Hall with Dr. Edmund D.
Pelligrino of the Center for the Advanced Study of Ethics at Georgetown
University;

*

"Beyond Duty?," a conference Thursday and Friday, November 8-9, with

details to be announced later;
*

"Positional Duties" with Dr. Timothy Shiel!, WMU Instructor of

Philosophy, at 3:00 p.m. Friday, November 16, in Room 204 of the Bernhard
Center; and

*

"Ethics and Ecosystems" with Dr. Kent Baldner, WMU Assistant Professor

of Philosophy, at 3:00 p.m. Friday, November 30, in Room 204 of the
Bernhard Center.

*

*

..

.

*

The first of six economists who will present their views this year on
"Socialism in Transition" spoke earlier this week on the Kalamazoo campus.
Dr. Paul Harer, Professor of International Business at Indiana University,
kicked off the WMU Department of Economics' 27th annual lecture-seminar
series.

He presented a free public lecture on "From Economic Reform to

Transition in Eastern Europe" and led a seminar on "Roadblocks to Economic
System Change in Eastern Europe."
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Dr. William S. Kern, Associate Professor of Economics and Director of
the series says the series is conceived as a means of assessing the
likelihood of success and the nature of the difficulties involved in the
transition of the Eastern European and Soviet economies to a more market
oriented economy.
Other speakers in the series and the topics they will address in their
public lectures are:

·*

"Soviet Economic Reform Under Gorbachev:

What Has Gone Wrong?" with

Dr. Abram Bergson, the George F. Baker Professor of Economics at Harvard
University, Wednesday, October 17;

*

"Soviet Bureaucracy and Economic Reform" with Dr. Paul R. Gregory,

Professor of economics at the University of Houston, Wednesday, November
1 4;

*

"Economic Reform in Eastern Europe: Who will Build Capitalism?" with

Dr. Josef C. Brada, Professor of Economics at Arizona State University,
Wednesday, January 23;
*

"The Transition from Soviet Socialism" with Dr. Joseph Berliner,

Professor Emeritus of Economics at Brandeis University, Wednesday, Feb�u�ry
20; and

*

"Soviet Economic Reform: The Transition Problem: with Dr. Herbert s.

Levine, Professor of Economics and Co-Director of the Lauder Institute of
Management and International Studies at the University of Pennsylvania,
Wednesday, March 13.
All lectures will be at 8:00 p.m. in Room 3750 of Knauss Hall. Each
speaker also will conduct a seminar at 3:00 p.m. in Room 3760 of Knauss
Hall on the same day.

The lecture-seminar series is supported by a grant

from the W.E. Upjohn Institute for Employment Research in Kalamazoo.

*

*

*

